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FOR TEACHERS: 

Inform students that they will be reading or listening to a magazine article.  Ask 

students to pay careful attention to the main topic and the captions in order to be 

able to respond to the questions that follow. 

Teacher may choose to explain conservationists (a person whose job it is to 

protect wildlife) and poachers (persons who illegally hunt, kill or capture wild 

animals). 

Read magazine article:  “The Price of Ivory”  by Suzanne Zimbler  (Teacher 

may choose to read aloud while students follow along.) 

http://www.timeforkids.com/ 
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Unit 2 

Pre-assessment 

Passage Name: “The Price of Ivory “ 

Standards covered RI.2.1, RI.2.5, W.2.2, L.2.2b  
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The Price of Ivory 
Conservationists are working to stop the killing of elephants for 

their tusks 

APRIL 19, 2013 

By Suzanne Zimbler 

 

DAVID WALL—GETTY IMAGES 

To feed the demand for ivory products in Asia, thousands of African elephants are being killed for 

their tusks. Conservationists say that in order to save elephants, we must act now. 
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DOZENS OF AFRICAN ELEPHANTS SLAUGHTERED. That headline has 

become all too common. Last month, poachers killed at least 86 elephants in 

Chad and 28 in Cameroon. Both countries are in a region of Africa that has lost 

more than 60% of its elephants to illegal hunters in the past decade, according to 

a recent study from the Wildlife Conservation Society. 

 

TONY KARUMBA—AFP/GETTY IMAGES 

Experts say African elephants, like this group in Kenya, need more protection from poachers. 

 

In 2012 alone, experts say, 30,000 elephants were killed in countries across 

Africa. "We're seeing the highest levels of poaching since our record-keeping 

began," Crawford Allan, of the World Wildlife Fund, told TFK. 

Why are so many elephants being killed? The answer lies thousands of miles 

away from Africa, in a handful of Asian countries. In China, business is booming 

in fancy shops that sell expensive statues and jewelry made of ivory. 

The material comes from elephant tusks. But for many ivory purchasers, the 

gentle giants are not only out of sight but also out of mind. "Surveys indicate that 

seven out of 10 Chinese citizens don't realize that an elephant has to die in order 

[for them] to get ivory," says Will Travers, of the Born Free Foundation. In recent 

years, as China's economy has grown, so has the demand for ivory. 
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QUESTION 1 –   

Based on the information you learned from the article, captions 

and illustrations, use words from the word bank to complete the 

graphic organizer below: 

 

 

 

 









 

 

 

WORD BANK 

Africa elephants ivory 

hunting China tusks 

conservationists poachers protecting 

WHERE are these 

problems taking place? 

WHO is this article 

MOSTLY about? 
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QUESTION 2 – 

Here are two sentences from one of the captions in the article: 

 

“To feed the demand for ivory products in Asia, thousands of African 

elephants are being killed for their tusks.  Conservationists say that 

in order to save elephants, we must act now.” 

 

Here is a paragraph found in the article: 

 

“Why are so many elephants being killed?  The answer lies 

thousands of miles away from Africa, in a handful of Asian countries.  

In China, business is booming in fancy shops that sell expensive 

statues and jewelry made of ivory. 

The material comes from elephant tusks.” 

Based on this information from the article, WHY are the 

elephants being killed?  (Make sure to use complete sentence(s) to answer 

the question.) 
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QUESTION 3 

Why do readers need to ask questions while they read? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

QUESTION 4 

Why do readers need to know and use non-fiction text features? 
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QUESTION 5 

How do writers write informative/explanatory texts? 
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QUESTION 6 – 

Many people buy statues to decorate their homes with items made from ivory.  

They may not know what is used to make these items.  

  

Lets pretend you are writing a letter to this person to let them know about what 

you just read in the article and how elephants are killed for their tusks to make 

ivory.   

 

Write a friendly letter to one of your friends.  You need to include one detail 

about elephants being killed for their tusks.  You may also want to include 

one way you decorate your house with items that do not require animals be 

killed.  You many also want to include how it makes you feel knowing you 

may be helping African elephants. 

 

Make sure you include: 

 

 One detail from the article about how ivory is made. 

 One way you decorate your house using products that do not harm 
animals. 

 How it makes you feel knowing you may be helping to save elephants. 

 A greeting and a closing. 

 Correct comma use in the greeting and closing. 
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Scoring Guides and Answer Keys 

 

Question 1 – Answer 

Who is this article mostly about?  Elephants 

Where are these problems taking place?  Africa 

 

Question 2 – Answer 

Based on this information from the article, WHY are the elephants being killed?  

Elephants are being killed for their tusks.  Tusks are used to make ivory.  Ivory is 

used to make jewelry, statues and other things.  (Accept any answers that refer 

to these facts.) 

 

Question 3 – Answer 

Why do readers need to ask questions while they read? 

Readers need to ask questions while they read to show or help with 

understanding of the text. 

 

Question 4 – Answer 

Why do readers need to know and use non-fiction text features? 

Readers need to know and use non-fiction text features to locate information in a 

text. 

 

Question 5 – Answer 

How do writers write informative/explanatory texts? 

Writers write informative/explanatory texts by introducing a topic, using facts and 

definitions to develop points, and providing a concluding statement or section. 
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Question 6 – Rubric 

 

4  3 2  1 

 All 
“Proficient” 
criteria: 

Student includes 

all five required 

elements  

 

 Proficient  
Student includes 4 of the 

5 required elements: 

 One detail from the 
article about how 
ivory is made. 

 One way to 
decorate a house 
using products that 
do not harm 
animals. 

 How it makes you 
feel knowing you 
may be helping to 
save elephants. 

 A greeting and a 
closing. 

 Correct comma use 
in the greeting and 
closing. 

 

 Meets 3 of 
the 5 
“Proficient” 
criteria 

 

 Meets 
fewer than 
3 of the 
“Proficient” 
criteria 

 Comments: 
 

 

Key 

4 = Exceeding the Standards 

3= Meeting the Standards 

2= Approaching the Standards 

1= Below Standard 

 

 


